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South east Eu rope in the pro cess of im ple men ta tion of new 
Eu ro pean en ergy and en vi ron ment strat egy

Un der the pres sure of se cu rity of en ergy sup ply and cli mate change Eu ro pean Un ion
has started to im ple ment a new en ergy-cli mate pack age of mea sures, reach ing for oblig a tory tar -
gets of 20% re new able en ergy in gross con sump tion, 10% re new able fu els in trans port, 20% de -
crease of green house gases emis sions and 20% in crease of en ergy ef fi ciency by 2020. It is only a 
step ping stone on the way to de car bon ise the en ergy sys tems in the long run. Start ing from 2018
newly build and re fur bished build ings will have to be en ergy neu tral, mean ing they would have
to be come very ef fi cient in or der to pro duce its own en ergy from re new able re sources. The plan
is to fully de car bon ise power gen er a tion by 2050. EU has also started to reg u late CO2 emis sions
per km driven for new ve hi cles, which will even tu ally force elec tri fi ca tion of the trans port. In
or der to keep global warm ing un der 2 °C, de vel oped coun tries will have to de crease GHG emis -
sions by 80-90% by 2050. For Eu rope that will also mean sig nif i cantly im prov ing se cu rity of en -
ergy sup ply, re gional de vel op ment and in creased em ploy ment in Eu ro pean Un ion in new sec -
tors, hav ing pos i tive mac ro eco nomic and so cio eco nomic ef fects which will bal ance the
in creased en ergy cost in the short run.

South East ern Eu rope, half al ready in EU, plus two can di date coun tries, and three
coun tries that ap plied to join, is par tic i pat ing in the pro cess. Mem ber and can di date coun tries
have al ready pre pared re new able en ergy na tional ac tion plans, while the oth ers will soon fol low, 
and some have started to in vest led by Greece. Build ings Di rec tive is al ready im ple mented in
Mem ber states and Croatia, and Mac e do nia is gear ing up. The new pol icy in trans port is al ready
hav ing a spillover ef fect on non-Mem ber coun tries. The coun tries of the West ern Bal kans will
have to join the Emis sion Trad ing Sys tem as soon as they be come mem bers.  

The Dubrovnik Con fer ence on Sus tain able De vel op ment of En ergy, Wa ter, and En vi -
ron ment Sys tems, its 5th ses sion with re cord 400 pa pers and 320 par tic i pants from 55 coun tries,
held in 2009 was ded i cated to the im prove ment and dis sem i na tion of knowl edge on meth ods,
pol i cies and tech nol o gies for in creas ing the sustainability of de vel op ment, tak ing into ac count
its eco nomic, en vi ron men tal and so cial pil lars, as well as meth ods for as sess ing and mea sur ing
sustainability of de vel op ment, re gard ing en ergy, trans port, wa ter and en vi ron ment sys tems and
their many com bi na tions. Sustainability be ing also a per fect field for in ter dis ci plin ary and
multi-cul tural eval u a tion of com plex sys tems, the Dubrovnik Con fer ence has dur ing the first de -
cade of the 21st cen tury be come a sig nif i cant venue for re search ers in those ar eas to meet, and
dis cuss, share, and dis sem i nate new ideas. 

“Sus tain able de vel op ment is de vel op ment that meets the needs of the pres ent with
out com pro mis ing the abil ity of fu ture gen er a tions to meet their own needs.”

The Re port of the U.N. Brundtland Com mis sion,
Our Com mon Fu ture, 1987
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This spe cial is sue of pa pers pre sented at the Dubrovnik Con fer ence will try to help en -
ergy and en vi ron ment re search ers and ex perts in the re gion to im prove the in sight into the prob -
lems and so lu tion of the com ing times. 
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