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Sus tain able de vel op ment and the new en ergy pol icy in 
South East ern Eu rope

In its new en ergy and cli mate change pol i cies, re leased in Jan u ary 2008, Eu ro pean Un -
ion has made the most dar ing change of en ergy pol icy up to date. It has de cided to set up bid ing
tar get of 20% renewables in pri mary en ergy mix by 2020, to re duce green house gases emis sions
by 20% by 2020, and reduction of pri mary en ergy use by 20% by 2020. A sig nif i cant tech nol ogy 
shift will be nec es sary to ful fill such goals, but it is al ready clear that tech nol o gies that will be
used are avail able, mainly in the area of re new able elec tric ity and heat gen er a tion, biofuels, en -
ergy ef fi ciency, es pe cially in build ings, co-gen er a tion, nu clear en ergy in those coun tries in
which it is po lit i cally ac cept able, which will all be achieved by a com bi na tion of bind ing tar gets, 
cer tif i cate trad ing, and fis cal pol i cies.

South East ern Eu rope, in its multispeed in te gra tion pro cess into the Eu ro pean Un ion,
is soon go ing to re al ize that this en tire new en ergy pack age ap plies to it also. As sess ing from the
ac ces sion of Malta and Cy prus into EU, two coun tries not obliged by re duc tion tar get by the
Kyoto Pro to col, the coun tries of the West ern Bal kans will have to join the Emis sion Trad ing
Sys tem. Also, it is im plic itly pos si ble to cal cu late that in most of coun tries of the re gion the re -
new able en ergy in the pri mary en ergy mix will have to be in creased by 10%, im ply ing huge in -
vest ments in bio mass, wind, so lar, and hy dro sec tors. 

The Dubrovnik Con fer ence on Sus tain able De vel op ment of En ergy, Wa ter and En vi -
ron ment Sys tems, its 4th ses sion held in 2007 was ded i cated to the im prove ment and dis sem i na -
tion of knowl edge on meth ods, pol i cies, and tech nol o gies for in creas ing the sustainability of de -
vel op ment, tak ing into ac count its eco nomic, en vi ron men tal, and so cial pil lars, as well as
meth ods for as sess ing and mea sur ing sustainability of de vel op ment, re gard ing en ergy, trans -
port, wa ter, and en vi ron ment sys tems and their many com bi na tions. Sustainability be ing also a
per fect field for in ter dis ci plin ary and multi-cul tural eval u a tion of com plex sys tem, the
Dubrovnik Con fer ence has dur ing the first de cade of the 21st cen tury be come a sig nif i cant venue 
for re search ers in those ar eas to meet, and dis cuss, share, and dis sem i nate new ideas.

“Sus tain able de vel op ment is de vel op ment that meets the needs of the pres ent with-
-out com pro mis ing the abil ity of fu ture gen er a tions to meet their own needs.”

The Re port of the U. N. Brundtland Com mis sion,

Our Com mon Fu ture, 1987

This spe cial is sue of pa pers pre sented at the Dubrovnik Con fer ence, will try to help en -
ergy re search ers and ex perts in the re gion in this time of para dig matic change, to have an in sight
into the things to come.
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